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THE HISTORY OF COLLETT SCHOOL 


Community Affairs File 


Vigo County Public Library 


In April, 1896, bids ranging from $31,750 to $36,600 were received 
for the construction of City School №. 18 to be rected at the northwest 
corner of Tenth and Linden Strests. After much deliberation and some 
changes in specifications, such as substituting quarter-sswed pine in- 
stead of maple for the flooring, and a black Bangor alate roof in plac 
of the nore expensive tile, the contract was awarded to August Fromme 
at hig lou bid of $29,923. The architect was Р. S. Allen of Joliet, 
Illinois. 


The new school house was to be а Uwelve-room, twoestery and base- 
ment structure, located on five city lots, with offices, cloakerooms and 
very large hallimys. More adjacent property was purchased later to en- 
large the play area. At one time to ке евте a tempcrary overcrowding 
in the school a one-room frame house was set in the yard and used аз ап 
amex. Nearby residents remember it as still being there as late as 1918. 
In 1912 there wers 634 pupils enrolled with fourteen teachers, as compared 
with the present enrollment of 346 students and thirteen teachers, 


The School Board voted in May, 1896, to have the "City School №. 18" 
set in gold leaf letters on the transom over the front door of the building. 
They accepted the bid of $2024 from Townley's for the new heating plant; 
the bid of $700 for heat regulators: and allocated $836.80 for the art 
stone slate blackboards. 


Although the new school was far from completion, the teaching staff 
was appointed for the school year of 1896-97. Herbert Briggs was elected 
principal with a salary o? $900 per year. The salaries of Theresa С. 
Feidler, Аппа C. Osborn, Carrie B. Rupp, О. Virginia Foster, Margaret B. 
Patterson and Lucy A. Fliun ranged from $400 to $550. The first janitor, 
Fred Osatereich, was paid $40 per month. 


On September fourth, the School Board sent a sharp letter to Mr. Frome, 
the contractor, urging him to "proceed more rapidly with the work on №. 18," 
threatening "to deduct the amount stated es damages for each day that we are 
deprived of the use of the building after early October as per contract." 
This letter wes signed by J. 9. Button, President, and 9. M. Clift, Secretary. 


On Septazber eleventh, а committee of patrons from the 18th District 
appeared before the School Board and were assured of action. The contract 
for an electric bell system in the school was given for $34 and insurance 
in the amount of $10,000 was purchased. 


On September twenty-fifth a more detormined delegation of patrons 
called on the School Board and danandsd that school facilities be made 
available for the children of the i8th District. More letters were written 
to Mr. Frome, the contractor, but since they were not too hopeful about 
the completion dato, they also made other plans. 


2 


On October fifth the upstairs store rooms of 641, Lafayette Avenue, 
owned by A. G. Cobble, were rented for $20 per month, and grades three, 
four, five and six were sent thers. Grades ssven and eight were sent to 
the 13th District School at Third Street and Eighth Avenue, commonly 
known in those days as the Pest House School. It had been used earlier 
for isolation of smallpox cases. Grade two was sent to the 17th District 
School, northwest corner of Seventh Street and Third Avenue, later known 
as Harrison School and torn down more than twenty-five увегв ago. The 
Sunday School rooms at Maple Avenue Methodist Church, Twelfth Street 
and Maple Avenue, were rented for $10.00 рег month to house the first 
grade and kindergarten students. The School Board minutes were filled 
with references to the accomplishment of these temporary arrangements. 
Heating stoves, coal, desks, supplies, janitor services and teachers 
were assigned to the scattered 18th District school groups. 


In the meantime work was being pushed to completion оп the new 
school building. The sidewalks were graded and cindered while plank walks 
were constructed from the sidewalks to the school doors. The plumbing 
contract for slightly over a thousand dollars was given to Townley's, 
but "suitable temporary outbuildings were ordered to be built." Марв, 
charts and other supplies were purchased preperatory to opening. Venetian 
blinds were hung. Finally the Schocl Superintendent reported to the 
Board that City School Bo. 18 would be ready for occupancy on Monday, 
December 21, 3896. 


Irving Р. King, 1107 South Seventh Street, told ше his memories of 
opening day. He was in the third grade and attending school above what 
was then Neukom's Drug Store. On opening day the students of that group 
paraded in a body, north on Seventh Street, east on Eighth Avenue to 
Ninth Street, north on Ninth Street to Linden Street, and east one block 
to the new school. 


Mrs. Gar David, 1309 Maple Avenue, the former Miss Jessie Herr, 
told of her memories of opening day. The daughter of Ben Herr, she lived 
at 1827 North Ninth Street, and used to play with the neighbor children 
in Ketchun's old apple orchard where Collett School now stands. The 
little girls would take their dolls and sew doll clothes for them under 
the apple trees. When the trees were cut down to start building, the 
children hated to see their favorito playground ruined, but the thought 
of & brand new school was exciting, too. 


Little Jessáe had previously attended 17th District (Harrison) 
School, and when the new 18th District wasn't ready in September, she 
was assigned to attend sixth grade classes at the old Pest Hole School. 
On day these students ran across the commons, carrying armloads 
of books, ekipping over the light snow that had fallen. 


Mrs. Davis remembered the magic lantern show avery Friday afternoon. 
Principal Briggs would vover a piece of glass with red paint. When it 
was dry, the students were allowed to scratch their names, initials, tiny 
pictures or drawings through the red paint to the glass. This was one of 
the "special" slides shown every мечк. 


She also remembered the severe "tannings" given the unruly boys 
by Principal Briggs, a fair but severe disciplinarian. The huge maple 
trees around the school were paid for by the pemmies contributed by 
the first students. 


Mrs. Davis' son, Ben Herr Davis, attended Collett School, as did 
his son, James Richard Davis, and later two great=grandsons, Rickie and 
Eddie Davis also attended the school. Four generations of this family 
attended Collett School! 


Until 1906 all the city schools were known by their district or 
ward number. Than it was decided that all the schools should be named. 
18th District was named for Josephus Collett, 1831-1893, a very active 
and successful man of affairs here in Terre Haute for many years. Aside 
from his business interests, he gave of his time and money to the build- 
ing of Rose Polytechnic, being President of the Board of Trustees at the 
time of his death. Не also gave beautiful Collett Park to the city. 
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In April, 1896, bids ranging from $31,750 to $36, 000 were received for the construction of City School | 
| №. 18 to be erected at the northwest corner of Tenth and Linden streets. After much deliberation and 
some changes in specifications, such as substituting quarter-sawed pine instead of maple for the floor- 
ing, and а black Bangor slate roof in place of the more expensive tile, the contract was awarded to 
Avgust Frome at his low bid of $29,913. The architect was Е S. Allen of Joliet, Ill. | 

The new school house was to be а 12-room, two-story and basement structure, located on five city | 


to enlarge the play area. At one time to relicve a temporary overcrowding in the school а one-room | 
frame house was set in the yard and used as an annex. Nearby residents remember it as stili being 


there as late as 1918. In 1912 there were 634 pupils enrolled with 14 teachers, as compared with the pres- : 


ent enrollment of 420 students and 14 teachers. 


The school board voted in May. 


1896 to have “City School No. 18" | rooms of 644 Lafayette avenue, 
| веі in gold leaf letters on the | owned by А. С. Cobble, were rent- 


the front door 
of the building. 
They accepted 
the bid of $2,044 
from Townley's 
for the new 
heating plant, 
the bid of $700 
| for heat regu- 
| lators and al- 
Pome 3. Clark located $836.30 
for the art stone slate blackboards. 
Although the new school was 
far from completion, the teachirg 
staff was appointed for the school 
vear of 1096-1897. Herbert Briggs 
was elected principal with a salary 
of $900 per year. The salaries of 
Theresa G. Fiedler, Anna C. Os- 
born, Carrie B. Rupp, O. Virginia 
Foster, Margaret B. Patterson and 
Lucy A. Flinn ranged from $400 
to $550. The first janitor, Fred 
Oestereich, was paid $40 per 
| month. 


Board Urges Action. 


| 
| On Sptember 4, the school 
! board sent a sharp letter to Mr. 
Fromme, the contractor, urging 
him “Чо procced niore rapidly with 
| Ше work on №. 18," threatening 
“to deduct the amount stated as 
| damages for cach day that we are 
; deprived of the use of the building 
' after early October as per con- 
‚ tract.” This letter was signed Бу 
' J. 9. Button, president, and J. М. 
Clift, secretary. 
‚ On September 11, a committee 
! of patrons from the 18th District 
appeared before the school board 
and were assured of action. The 
contract for an electric bell sys- 
tem in the school was given for 
$14 and insurance in the amount 
of $10,000 was purchased. 

On September 25 a more de- 
termined delegation of patrons 
called on the board and demanded 
that school facilities be made 
available for the children of the 
18th District. More letters were 
written to Mr. Fromme, the con- 
tractor, but since they were not 
too hopeful about the completion 
date, they also made other plans. 

On October 5 the upstairs store 
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transom оуег! ед for $20 per month, and grades 


3, 4, 5 and 6 were sent there, 
Grades 7 and 8 were sent to the 
13th District School at Third 
street and Eighth avenue, com- 
monly known in those days as the 
Pest House School. It had been 
used earlier for isolation of small- 
poa cases. Grade 2 was sent to the 
17th District School, northwest 
corner of Seventh street and Third 
avenue, later known as Harrison 
Schoo! and torn down more than 
15 years ago. The Sunday School 
rooms at Maple Avenue Methodist 
Church, Twelfth and Maple ave- 
nue, were rented for $10 per month 
10 house Ше first grade and kin- 
dergarten students. The board min- 
utes are filled with references to 
the accomplishment of these tem- 
porary arrangements. Heating 
stoves, coal, desks, supplies, jani- 
tor services and teachers were 
assigned to the scattered 18th Dis- 
trict school groups. 
Readied in December. 


In the meantime work was being 
pushed to completion on the new 
school building. The sidewalks 
were graded and cindered while 
plank walks were constructed from 
the sidewalks to the school doors. 
The plumbing contract for slizhtly 
over a thousand dollars was given 
to Townley's but ‘‘suitable tempo- 
rary outbuildings were ordered to 
be built." Maps, charts and other 
supplies were purchased prepara- 
tory to opening. Venetian blinds 
were hung. Finally the School Su- 
perintendent reported to the Board 
that City School No. 18 would be 
ready for occupancy on Monday, 
Dec. 21, 1896. 

Irving P. King, 1107 South Sev- 
enth street, told me his memories 
of opening day. He was in the 
third grade and attending school 
above what was then Neukom's 
Drug Store. On opening day the 
students of that group paraded in 
а body, north on Seventh street, 
cast on Eighth avenue to Ninth 
strect, north on Ninth strect to 
Linden street, and east one block 
to the new school. 


Mrs. Gar Davis, 1309 Maple ave- 
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nue, the former Miss Jessie Herr, 
told of her memories ot opening 
day. The daughter of Ben Herr, 
she lived at 1827 North Ninth 
Street, and used to play with the 
neighbor children in Ketchum's old | 
apple orchard where Collett School , 
now stands. The little girls would 
take their dolls and sew doll clothes 
for them under the apple e 
When the trees were cut down to} 
start building, the children hated | 
to see their favorite playground | 
ruined, but the thought of a brand | 
new school was exciting, too. i 


Little Jessie had previcusly at- | 
tended 17th District (Harrison) 
School, and when the new 18th 
District wasn't ready in Septem- 
ber, she was assigned to attend 
sixth grade classes at the old 
Pest House School. On opening day 
these students ran across the com- 
mons, carrying armloads of books, 
skipping over the light snow that | 
had fallen. | 

Mrs. Davis remembered the | 
magic lantern show every Friday! 
afternoon. Principal Briggs would | 
cover a piece of glass with red | 
paint. When it was dry, the stu- 
dents were allowed to scratch their 
names, initials, tiny pictures or 
drawings through the red paint to 
the glass. This was one of the 
“special” slides shown every week. 

Principal Had Discipline. 


She also remembered the severe 
"tannings" given the unruly boys 
by Principal Briggs, a fair but se- 
vere disciplinarian. The huge 
maple trees around the school were 
paid for by the pennies contributed 
by the first students. 

Mrs. Davis' son, Ben Herr Davis, 
attended Collett School, as did his 
son, James Richard “Dickie” 
Davis. and later two great-grand- 
sons, Rickie and Eddie Davis. Four 
generations of this family attended 
Collett School! 

Until 1906 all the city schools 
were known by their district or 
ward number. Then it was decided 
that all the schools should be 


named. 18th District was named | 


for Josephus Collett, 1831-1893, a 
very active and success'ul man of 
affairs here in Terre Haute for 
many years. Aside from his busi- 
ness interests, he gave of his time 
and money to Ше building of Rose 
Polytecbnic, being president of the 
board of trustees at the time of 
his death. He also gave beautiful 
Collett Park to the city. 
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50 Year Reunion 
1940-1990 
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Committees 
For 50 year Reunion of the C.H.S. Class of 1940 


Hospitality Decorating 
Alice Wier Mary May 
Jean Lowry Anna Tidd 
Richard Schwab Virginia Waugh 


Bertha Rodighicro 


Memorial Program Book 
Kichard Barton Mary Lou Archer 
Win. Rope Filleen Beakle: 


Joe Everly 
Gene Stultz 


Photo Rermembrance [able 
Рай Kuykendall Paul Callahan 
Vernon Partlow 


Thelma Johns 


Coordinators 
Wim. & Lenora McCullough 


PROGRAM 
of the 
РТЕТТЕТН 
CLASS REUNION 
of 
CONCANNON HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 1940 
ях 
Saturday, June 9, 1990 
Holiday Inn 


Terre Haute, IN 


RUSSELL ARNOLD, CARL BARNHART, RICHARD BARTON, RAY BENNETT, RUTH ANN BLACK, DAVID 
BODINE, BILLY BRACKALL, WANDA BRADFORD, ARTHUR BROWN, ANITA BRYAN, GERTRUDE 
BURNS, CARMELITA CALLAHAN, MARY CALLAHAN, MARY LOUISE CARSON, HELEN CERTAIN, JACK 
CLINE, RUBY CRITCHLOW, ALBERT DELAUNOIS, LAWRENCE DEMOUGIN, DOROTHY JANE ELLER, 
JOSEPH EVERLY, LEONARD FISHER, VIRGINIA FISHER, RICHARD FLINN, JOHN FRENCH, EDGAR 
GIBSON, OREN GREENLEE, ANNA HENNIGAN, EVELYN HEYEN, VIRGINIA HIGHSMITH, WILLIAM 
HINDS, PAULINE HOUGUE, WANETA HORTON, MARY HOWARD, DAVID ISBELL, WINIFRED JOHNS, 
ALICE JOHNSON, THELMA JOHNSON, ROSE KEITH, EARL KUYKENDALL, EILEEN LA FORGE, 
BERTHA MATLOCK, BILLY MCCOLLOUGH, RAYMOND MCGRANAHAN, LA DONNA MILLER, EDWIN 
MISNER, FREDERICK MOELLER, EDITH MOSS, DOROTHY MYERS, GLADYS ORNDORFF, VERNON 
PARTLOW, RAY PAYNE, JAMES PEARSON, ROSE ELLA PHILABAUM, MILDRED PRATHER, JUNIOR 
RAMSEY, GEORGE RANDALL, JANE RAY, WANETA RAY, MICHAEL RAY, CHARLES RECTOR, 
WILLIAM ROPER, RICARD SCHMIDT, PAUL SCHOFFSTALL, RICHARD SCHWAB, BERYL SHAFER, 
RAYMOND SOUTHERLAND, ANNA STEPPE, CHARLES STEWART, NORMAN STULTZ, SARAH SUTTON, 
JUNE TRUEBLOOD, HERBERT TRUXAL, WILLIAM TURNER, LENORA VICARS, FREIDA WHITE, AND 


BERNARD WORLEY. DURING THE YEAR WE GAINED TWO NEW MEMBERS: HELEN RODGERS, AND 
NELLIE MORRIS. 


VOLUN II LAY 


SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 
1940-1941 ANNOUNCED 


Soptembor 3 County Teachers 
Moeting 
4 Township Teachers 


Meeting 
9 521001 Opens 


Oatobor 7-11 rire Prevention 


Weok 
12 County Toachers 
Moeting 
24-25 Stato Teachors 
Convention 
November 10-16 Americnn Education 
-Воок Week 
11 Armistice Day 
(School Closed) 
21-22 Thanksgiving vaca- 


tion 


Docombor 7 County Teachors 


Meeting 


20 Christmas Vacation 
Dismissal 
January G School Оропз 
16-17-18 Wabash Valloy Pro- 
liminarics5 
24 End of First So- 
mestor 
23-24-85 Wabash Valley Fi- 
nols 


(Continuod on Pago 2) 
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TORI NINE SENIORS 


іп the school gyinasiun, 


1940 ве с 


ТО GRADUATE 


РАТЕ SET РОВ MAY 22 
Forty-nine soniors are schod- 
uled to participate in tho twonty- 
third annual oommoncemont cxor- 
cises of Concannon Iligh School 
when they begin ‘their nrocussion- 
al in caps and povns at eight 
o'clock Wodnosday ovoning, May 22, 


The commencement із tho cul- 
mination of a round of activitics 
which bogan vith an all-student 
mixer Friday, April 26, anā which 
has inoludod, besides club and 
class parties, the Junior From in 
the Mayflower room of tho Terre 
Haute Houso, the Alumni dinnor- 
dance in the school gymnasium, 
Class Day exercises, Мау Day with | 
the crowning of a senior, Dorothy 
Jano Eller, as quoen, and tho а11- 
school pionic. 


Music for tho commoncemont 
will be furnished by „the school 
orchestra and Glee club. Inelud~ 
са їп tho instrumental progran, 
under the direction of Miss Sharp, 
are "Blue Danubo Waltzes,“ Johann 
Strau35; TG ри и «proces=: 
sional, VI.'D. McCaughey; and: "узс- 
tory ШЫЛ recessional, by ilor- 


furth. The glee club, with Mrs. 
Neli, in оао wile „sins con 
Wovely Night" by Ronald, "т 


Thought of You" by Klerm-Callahan, 
and Hema lanl hy Noble Gain, Тео 
ONL OFS и Jean Jofforys nnd prod- 
оток Мос ет, кауы мес: "ро 
World Т» Waiting for the Sunrise, 
by XTno5i байл At tha ООЛ n- 
sion of tho program tho fico club 
WELL sing "Mo Word's -Provor." 
(Сопъ писа on Pago 5) 


CANNON SALUTE 


editor-in-Chief----- Joseph Everly 
21510955 Manager---Richara Barton 
exchange Editor----Bertha Matlock 
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22М0------.--...-.-.Үшоч(тегсс Delioucin 
сісбу-------- поо se. Ge ERIO 


паба se UC ODEN CNS OGRA A 

OTe eg sl lusos eee Richard Осро 
QML Game see ne ee eee David Boaino 
Аг%--------.--..--- Бара Enyxenaj Ll 
с l. eee An. Hou. OES 
-еофлге------ ----- -Charles Stewart 
Peoauetion Manasor---Loretta Rice 


Sponsors 


Hiss Donovan Miss, Curley 


Stheritontribakors eon She 
BOE E c Go ПСИ” елу, 
OLO. Ta ho, Dorothy adeft Sae. 
Костова:  upene Соп ос, 
ra inen Мзсоғол ГЕСС Somh- 
enlanajoreoan. матат Vera 
Tl eee е Заста Магу 


Салтанат, 
Бу ПР И 


Theima Johnson, Растау 
0711106 Comncannon, Въ? 


ай Revecca Anns осоп, Аппа 
Ков Во Bette Homi, мах ІВо- 
Gino, Ronan tula, Gy] "Bennett, 
Чегпод Partlow, Albert gohnzon, 
HOD! 2 LEMS, -Nuasel] mA uod, Ji LI 
Turner, Г сеп “LeFo~ye, Alfred 
VONRS OM, HARY Jane Stanton, Ра- 


tricia UIT 
ond Alice ss 
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(SCHOOL, CALENDAR) 
(From Pare 1, Col. 1) 


February à County Teachers! 


hice vin 
27-23 Kav.l Sectional Tourney 


March 8 


Келіоза1 Топгпоу 
10 County Basketoall 
Banquet 


= ==—— == 


MAY 2940 


March 15 Somi-rinol Tourney 
22 Final Tourney 


29 County Teachers! 
Meeting 
April 4 County Music Festival 


11-14 Easter Vacation 


The: elosinipdatekoj School 
and kornen OCCASIONS tite tne school 
year иа ре. announced геп 


...Quoted from the September, 
1939, American School Board Jour- 
nal: 


YOU'VE GONE PROGRESSIVE ТЕ: 


Your desks 

into a hudule. 
Your class is making more noise 
than you can live through. 

You have fourteen projects го- 
ing at once. 

You Топп for the good old days 
when children Stusied. 

You have torty-nine duplicate 
mode зот pioneer dog! cabins. 

Your boards are covered with 
daubs of clay--resuit of free dis 
cipline. 

You take to your bed at 3:40 
pe Il. 

You feel tho need to take а 


and chairs have gone 


course in blacksmithing, с ссгроп- 
try, plumbintr. poster Te стега, 
toe CANE о psd а? ту,  drama- 
BES апга. Po 

Your friends tell VOM, "В са тт 


watch out; remember Grandfather." 
(He went insano.) 
You pay the janitor a quarter 
Conc tLosup MIDS та RE atti доу 
nothin: about it. 
Insurance cenronies 
16sun a policy to 
ground you Lead 
cxistenco. 
--С. Um An 


голе RG 
“alu qu tio 
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The 1940 Graduation Class. of Concannon High School 


CONCANNON 


The Concannon Schocl was built in 1918 at the cost of $51,000. The first 

year there were forty-four high school students enrolled. Six students were in 
the graduating class. бюе hundred and sixty-six students attended the 
elementary section of the school. Walter Harvey, and outstanding educator 
Thomas Concannon, the Trustee, and the Township Adwisory Board, Worked 
together to plan a program that would replace the thirteen one-room school 
houses in the Township, and also provide a four year high school curriculm. 


The first high school faculty consisted of Walter Harney, as Principal, Miss 
Hazel Jane Davis, Miss Jeanette Derby, and Mrs. Frances Neill. Miss Jessie 
"olford was added to the staff the following year. In 1927 additions included 
Miss Mary Ruth Donovan, Thomas Dorman, and Miss Mabel Curley. 


In 1926, to accommodate a rapidly increasing enrollment, the gymnasium, a 
study hall and extra rooms were added at a cost 6f $50,000. As the school 
was originally built to consolidate education, it fell victim to change and 
further consolidation. It was closed as a high school with the building 6f 
West Vigo. 


The hundreds of students that attended Concannon carry on as a living 
memorial to the school that still stands proudly on Ferguson Hill overlooking 
the Wabash River farmlands. 


SOME FUTURE CHAMP8—Concannon grade soo" which = 
20 and lost none. Scored 840 points to opposition's 196. piej 
ROJ іше, Johnson, Smith, Roberts, Coveliskle. Rear: Neid- 
linger, Coach Davidson, Irwin.. Chrismam 


WEST TERRE HAUTE, July 22. fpe 


The 4-H club of Suzar Creek 
township will observe achievement 
дау on Friday evening, July 28, at 
the Sugar Creek Consolidated 
school, The program will begin a: 


S o'clock and will consist of praett- Ki 

cal demonstrations of the work ae 

complished by the various 4-11 sew- 4 ° 
Ing and baking clubs of the tawn- 

ship. А style show and a choice 


program of readings, musical and 
dancing numbers, Prizes will be 
awarded for the best individual 
achlevement іп sewing and baking 
and Miss Ethel Eston, of орех 
Creek township, пий Miss Ethel 
Caldwell, of Linton township, will | 


are invited, 


Judge the work to the various clubs. | 2 Р с 
АП friends and interested people y ЗА 


START OUT IN LIFE TOSSING GOALS—Concannon Н!9И— Тор row, left 
King, C: John Bennett, В С; Charles Soughers, | Е: Roy Davidson, | С: Homer 


Callahan, | Е: Coach Tom Dorman. Bottom row. Woodrow Baker, В Е: 


Silcock, L Е: Ervin Baker, Я Е; Ray Vermillion, В С: Carl Applegate. В Е. 
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MRS. EDNA LLOYD CONCANNON 
AGAIN GETS RECOGNITION ON | 


' LITERARY WORK. › 


Mrs. Edna Lloyd. Concannon, of 
West Terre Haute, has идат won 
recognition for her work па a writer 
of children's atories,' The December 
number of Junior Home Magazine, a 


z | 
V4 O'Shen, of the University lof Wise 


consin, contains а Christmas могу 
from the pen of Mrs. Concannon, 
Мгн. Concannon, has for several yearg 
heen interested іп writing, andi hës 
had н mumber of short ntorĝem pub- 


lahed by warlous newspapers amd 
magazines. 7 ^ 


a жің 


popular: periodical edited by Prof. M. | 
eel 0 Е ы” 


Lu 


to 


ма 


right, 


Manager 


Ferquson, L G: 
Wilson Baker, 
(Martin TruTone Photo.) 
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FACULTY OF ONE OF THE COUNTY'S MOST SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS—Staff 
which directs the work of Concannon high school: 
Ruth Donovan, Jesse Wolford, Haze! Jane Davis, Margaret Stanton, Margaret Gleason, 
Thomas Dorman, Jeannette Derby, Frances Neill, Catherine Bennett. 


/ 


A. D. Montgomery, principal; Mary 


Sebtree Studio 
1944 


senior class of Concannon High Schoo! pictured at commencement exercises. 


BID ADIEU TO CONCANNON—The 1947 


“THOMAS Concannon. і 


т-.--- = “ 


Democratic Nominee for Trustee of Sugar Creek 
Township, 


In the roster of Democratic incumbents of public | 
рсе, who for faithful und efficient discharge of their | 
са! duties, have been rewarded with renomination | 
фу their party, and who for the same reason will be | 
bevond all probable peradventure likewise re-elected by 
the intelligent voters of Vigo county, Thomas Concan- 
non, for the past three years the capable trustee of 
rich and repletely resourced Sugar Creek township, is 
especially deserving of the favor of the electorate. For 
Mr. Concannon has given tœthe taxpayers of West Terre 
Наше, St. Mary-of-the-Weods and the many villages 
that comprise the township, the most efficient and eco- 
nomical administration of tbis mE office that tliey 
‘hase ever enjoyed, 


| The total township tax ES for the year 1917 was |! 


БЕТ on the $100.00, and in 1918 is but $1.30, or only | 


ай increase of the infinitesimal sum of 2 cents on the 

$100.00, although,the township has but just completed 

‘ine erection of the largest.and handsomest high and 

| grade schools in the state, in a city. of like population 

‘with West Terre Haute; elegantly furnished and ap- 
;pointed these. schools, and secured the services of a 
larger faculty of teachers at greatly augmented salaries. 
“Апа notwithstanding the fact, also, that all the supplies 
1песевѕагу for the trustee to purchase in the conduct of 
| this office have more than doubled in price. This splen- 
‘did showing has been made possible by conducting the 

trustee's office on eorrect business methods, with hard 

ork and economy ав the axioms of its every day ом. | 
pee: Ein i—i ainan а —— ——N 
| cial life. 

Thomas Concannon is a scion of one of the oldest | 
and best esteemed Celtic families of Vigo county, and | 
has all his life been a Sugar Creek township farmer, as 
have been his forebears before him. . 


This brief review of his administration of the office, 
| of township trustee would be wholly incomplete did it} 
| fail to mention that his winsome and capable wife has|' 


been his courteous and very capable: deputy all through) 
his term of office, and her assidióus service in this 
capacity has contributed not a little to the success һө). 
has achieved. : ' i 
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MARINE'S BODY = pi; 
BEING RETURNED 24 
5: 74 


CPL. JOSEPH A..BRAY 


The body of Cpl. Joseph Albert 
Bray of R. R. 2, West Terre Haute, 
who was killed Sept. 30 while serv- 
ing with the United States Marine 
Corps in Korea, arrived last eve- 
ning at the San Francisco Port of 
Embarkation aboard the U. S. S. 
New Zealand Victory. It was one 
of 304 American-dead returned 
aboard the ship. | 

Corporal Bray, who was 21 years | 
old, was the only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas P. Bray. He also 15 
survived by two sisters, Miss Zella 
Bray at home and Mrs. Магу Kahl 
of Indianapolis. 

A graduate of Concannon High 
School, he attended Indiana State 
Teachers College for a while and 
then began work af the Green Val- 
ley Mine. Bray was employed at 
[ће mine when he enlisted in the 
| Marine Corps Aug. 3, 1950. 
| The corporal was a member of 
‘the basketball team at Concannon 
High School and had boxed in 
American Legion bouts. 

He was serving with a demolition 
crew of the First Battalion of the 
First Marine Division when he was 
killed. 

The body will be brought here 
with military escort and taken to 
the Bedino Chapel of the Valley. It 
will be a week or ten days, if is ex- 
pected, before it arrives here. 


„Haute. 


GROUP OF SUGAR CREEK TOWNSHIP TEACHERS AT INSTITUTE AT CONCANNON. SCHOOL. 


ONCANNON HIGH SCHOOL 
is located on the banks of 
the Wabash, west of Terre 

Tt commands a view of 

the river valley, the like of which 

is: not found in any other place. 
To its class rooms many pupils 


' have come In its eight years of 


existence. It was built during 
the term of Mr. Thomas Con- 
cannon, from whom it derived its 
name. At the time it was bullt 
the prices of material prohibited 
the completion of the bullding so 
the auditorium, gymnasium and 


"sme class rooms were omitted, 


but the school has grown to such 
proportions that their need is a 
necessity and must be had ff the 
school 1в to hold аП that it has 
gained and keep pace with the 
other schools of ther county and 
state. 

This group of school teachers 


direct the youth of Sugar Creek 


township. In the township there 


are two one-room buildings, 
two three-room buildings, one 
five-room bullding, consolidated 
grade school on National road 
and Concannon high school and 
grades. 

This group of teachers meet 
each month at Concannon high 
school to hold their institute, 
which is required by law. The 
day is spent in discussing the 
teachers’ reading circle books 
and general topics of interest to 
all and the problems that arise 
in the school room. г 


Сопсаппоп. $ 


J. Ord  Fortner, principal; 
Hazel Jane Davis, Frances Вге!- 
tell, Jeanette Derby, Lowell Н. 
Moore, Jesse Woolford, Edwin 
Wright, Vera Westfall, Frances 
Bell Gladys Davidson, Поупе 


Hodgers, Daisy Hodgers, Flor- 
ence Owens, Ruth Porter. 
Consolidated. 

Bertha Meredith, Mabel Craig, 
Esther Smith, Eva Garred, 
Ruby Setzer, Melda Kern, Agatha 
Lindsay, Jean Reilly and Erma 
Kesler. қ ` 

Taylorville. 

Grace Brown, Mary Huston, 
Ruth Marley, Gladys Fells and 
Mary Hick. Р 
( ‘Fairview. | 

Ralph Davidson, Ada Chad- 
wick and Beulah Whitsell. 

, Whitcomb Heights. 

Betty Daniel, ' Boyd Abrams, 
and Eva Sanders. 

Сипеу. 
Мах Weddle. 
Ж” Toad Нор. 


Florence Nicholgon. 


Concannon, Al mni Bring 


Two former students at Concannon High 
School have purchased the old building and are 
in the process of transforming it into a living 
area. The same rooms in which they learned 
to read and write now serve as their bedrooms 
and kitchens. 

But even though it is now their home, they 
have seen to it that the school and its rich his- 
tory will not be forgotten. 

The school, which is situated on a hill of ap- 
proximately 6 acres, was purchased by Jim and 
Steve Page in March, 1975. “It had sat empty 
for a year before we got it,” reported Jim, “and 
was in very bad repair. But after six years of 
evenings and weekends spent working on the 
building, we have completely remodeled and 
refurbished the main floor." The two men 
have knocked out some walls, lowered some 
ceilings, and raised some of the floors. But for 
the most part, they have retained a blend of 
old and new that is both effective and beautiful. 


The impressive building, located about a mile north of West 
Terre Haute just off highway 150, was built in 1917. Many resi- 
dents of the area have memories of their days spent at Con- 
cannon School, as do Jim and Steve, who informed us that they 
attended school in the very room in which they and their fami- 
lies now live. 

Perhaps because the brothers have fond memories of the 
school years at Concannon, they know other former students 
feel the same. So they are collecting memorabilia of all kinds 
which will remain as a permanent history of Concannon. 

They have been sent a number of such items from former 
students. Their collection includes pictures, letters and pencils 
with the school name imprinted, an original yearbook put to- 
gether by the students themselves, the first printed yearbook, 
and many other items. 

One lady even sent the men a class ring from her home in 
California! 


==. d - 
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О m e by Theresa Jacobs 
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Little change is noticed at the front entrance 
One of their prized possessions is an old report card they 


found while working on the school. The card had been placed 
behind a baseboard. Steve suspects this person may have put 
the card there on purpose. The grades thereon were all Cs and 
Ds. We are withholding the name on the card for obvious reasons. 

All of these and many more historical treasures of the school 
are being preserved and displayed in glass cases in the main floor 
hallway. 

Their home also has been the scene of a number of class re- 
unions held at the school in the past year, according to the 
brothers. The Class of 1940 celebrated their 40th reunion by 
having a picnic on the lawn. Reunions have also been held at 
the school for Classes of 1935, 1956 and 1960. 

In attendance at the reunion for the Class of 1935 was Jim 
and Steve e s mother, Lilly Page. 


отити 


CRAWFORD SCHOOL 


The 1911 Fire Insurance Map shows the location of the residence of Frank 
McKeen, built in 1856 by W. O. Griswold. This residence was torn down and the Walter 
W. Talley mansion was built. 


In 1959 the School Board purchased the Walter Talley property on the west side 
of Fifth Street, and plans were initiated for construction of a new Crawford School. 
Construction was complete and classes started October 30, 1961. 


(os ford be 


by Tammie Edington 


In 1870 the school board in Terre 
Haute decided a new school need- 
ed to be built in the southwest side 
ofthe city. In Spring 1872 the Third 
Ward School, later to be named 
Crawford School was completed. 

The exact location was on the 
northeast corner of 3rd and 
Farrington Streets. It was a two- 
story, ten room building with no 
indoor plumbing, costing $25,500. 
There was also an approximate 150 
foot frontage on 8. 3rd St. 
There were 10 rooms, 8 being used 
as classrooms. The rooms in the 
basement were heated by coal 
stoves; the first and second floors 
heated by a central hot air system. 
Early records indicate that Mrs. 
Clara А. Graff was the first 
principal. 

In 1905 improvements included 
two additional rooms at the rear of 
the building, with a deeper base- 
ment and a new furnace for a hot 
water heating system. Indoor 
plumbing was also installed and 
land was purchased to the north of 
the building and converted to a 
playground. 

Salaries of school teachers 
should also be noted. Hattie 
Scudder received $425 per year for 
instructing 52 third graders and 
when John Donaldson was 
principal and taught 20 eighth 


sine Реза 


graders he received $800 for the 
school year. 

The Third Ward School became 
Crawford School in 1906, when it 
became popular in the county to 
name schools after local citizens 


instead of by number, Andrew J. - 


Crawford, a businessman who 
came to Terre Haute from 
Pennsylvania in 1869 and lived ina 
home on the west side of 6th Street 
at Swan. In appreciation for this 
honor, Crawford gave a $5 prize to 
the graduate with the highest 
scholastic average. He died a short 
time after this and his widow con- 
tinuedthe custom until her death in 
1910. 

In 1924, the Ross School on the 
west side of Third Street at Oak 
was designated the Crawford 
Annex. 

In the 1930's, the Depression 
caused salaries to be cut, buildings, 
including schools, to deterioate. 
Enrollment at Crawford School 
decreased and which left several 
rooms empty. 

The 1940's brought some relief 
as more money provided the means 
for repair of the school, but in 1959 
the School Board purchased the 
Walter Talley property on the west 
side of 5th Street at Crawford for 
$4500 as the side of the new 
Crawford School. 


Е 


hool’s roots in 1800s 
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Community Affairs File 


Groundbreaking for the 33,312 
sq. ft. building was Tuesday, 
December 13, 1960. Classes began 
on October 30, 1961 with an en- 
rollment of 220. The building took 
11 months to construct, had eight 
classrooms, four specialized teach- 
ing rooms, alibrary, plus additional 
office suites. Juliet Peddle was the 
architect, Newlin-Johnson Devel- 
opment Co., were responsible for 
general construction, — Ernie's 
Electric Co., for electrical work, 
and Christman Co. for plumbing, 


heating and ventilating. 


= 


The Crawford School presently 
has an enrollment of approximate- 
ly 285 and Mr. Edward Russell is 
the principal. 

Other early principals were 
W.W. Byers, John Donaldson, 
William Ward, John Gordon, and 
Kate Purdy. Helen Tyler was 
principal 1895-1924; Hortense 
Boring 1924-1925; Sara Pence 
1925-34; Elizabeth Peyton 1934- 
36; Vernah J. Heady 1936-64; Ruth 
Laxen 1964-1974; and Mr. Russell 
in 1974. 


1894 CRAWFORD SCHOOL TEACHERS 
The Third Ward School was located on the northeast corner of Third and Farrington Streets in 1894 when the above | 


picture was taken of the teachers. The Third Ward School's name was changed to Crawford School in 1906. Front row 
seated, left to right: Miss Milly Wilkins, Miss Kenney, Miss Beulah McCoy, Miss Elizabeth Solomon. Back row, left to 


right: Miss Margaret Preston, unidentified, unidentified, Mr. John Gordon, Lillian Smith, Miss Ann Hanrahan. 
(Photo courtesy Vigo County Public Library) 
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| Cari Wittenberg became а Sales», 
timan for a produce house, but in 
4lthose days he would most likely, 
1 have been termed a traveling man 
“ога drummer. He bought out the. 
i|firm for which he had been work-| 
' ing, but later исе 
1 АЙЫН oas Ета ЗЫН А the U.S. Powde - 

(7 “Willie Balch was in the third. ) ОП К Шеше for the DOV) 

| 'grade under Miss Hattie Scudder? į Ee үеге made by the Up-To-Date) 

| [апа in later life took active interest, | Manufacturing Company on ‘North! 
By 1870 there was a need for a fin retail associations, At the time Tenth street, | 
school on Ше south and on the lof his death he was secretary of 


Sunday, May 11, 1952. : 


Some Early Schools and Citizens 
Identified With Pioneer Life Here 


| Cra үм Тога 
Voorhees 
By A. В. Магще. 


[must be schoolmates of these and! |ployed in the auditing office of the! "| Walter was with the clothiers, Thor-| 
aoe others still living who might know| | Vandalia Railroad; the office, at’ {| man & Schloss, for a while but left 
ue | some of their activties in later Ше.! |the time, was on the second floor! them to become the second partner! |- 
5-4 3 JAny information would be much! tof the “Pennsylvania Railroad! ilin the firm of Quinlan & Haley.| 
pd 7 ‘appreciated. | ,Freight House. This second floor: | dealers іп men's wear. Walter was Е 
са ы Walter Duenweg was in Miss} iis in the process of being re-| '|killed by a hit and run driver about 
ye (Mary Messimore's fourth grade,| imoved, and the buliding being "еп years ago. 1 
Каст | ‚апа his father was a member of the, "made a one-story one. Walter Davy was the son of a А 
firm of Finkbiner and Duenweg.| ! The Fifth Grade. ijretired locomotive engineer, and||M 
Ee ы , Waiter succceded his father in the ' In Miss Mattie A. Logan's fifth, \ he entered railroad work in Ше т 
= бы. business, but later became engaged) ‘grade class of 32 pupils, whom she freighting department of the Уап- | А 
een ¥ ‘with John Bruns in the sale of| taught for $550 a year, was Аг-! dalia Railroad. | 
g explosives. Walter married Frankie а i | 3 —— £i 


115 in the latter. Miss Kate Ebbitt, 
| however, received $500 а year for 
"teaching three first grade classes! 
9—21 pupils each in the first two 


The writer remembers only three 
pupils in this school intimately! 
enough to recall much of their 
adult professions. These pupils 
were Walter Duenweg, Theodore 
Frank and Willie Balch. The writ.' 
er feels sure, however, that there’ 


ji Jeffers, who was in the third grade| 
‘of school at the Hulman School un- 
der Miss Jennie Jackson in 1830. | 

Theodore Frank (or Theo or 
Dode, as he was often called) was 
2150 in the fourth grade. Theo! 
was the son of Samuel Frank, anj 
early manufacturer of overalls, 
and his father, also named Samuel, 
had been a clothier. Theo entered 
into business with his father after 
finishing school, and the firm name 
became Samuel Frank & Sons. 


Theo's sister Hattie married Judy 


Thorman of the firm of Thorman; 
in men's. 


& Schloss, who dealt 


: getting into print many points con- 
lcerning the up-bringing in Terre 
Haute of our beloved son and song 
iwriter, Paul Dresser. Both Emil 


years. a las 

Fred Longman (whose sister, 
Lottie, was in high school in 1880, | 
and a younger sister, Nellie, was 
in Miss Ida Davis’ class of 50 
fourth graders, for which the teach- 
er received $425 per year), was an- 
other' classmate of the writer when 
he was in high school. Upon grad- 
uation Fred Longman became em- 


thur Griswold. He was an office: 
mate of Fred Longman's at the! 
‘Vandalia Railroad. Upon the сот-! 
pletion of the Union Station, the| 
auditor's office was moved into 
that building, and when the Van- 
dalia Line was acquired by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad System, the 
auditor's office was moved to Pitts-i 
burg, Pa. ; 
Miss May McEwan talght her 51; 
1 pupils of the third grade for $125: 
a year, and among her pupils 
were Carl Wittenberg, Jessie Pur-! 
due, Bert Duddleston and George| 
Greenleaf. 


ome ат mison Kan ito EEE a ним 


„(classes and 12 pupils in the third =: ШО Тапа died in En 


class. e 


| қ 
(ана Pupils Remembered) |: 
1 


"the Water Works Company for, 
“many years. Е 


;pork packer in Terre Наше, who | 
jsent loaded barges down the Mis- 
1sissippi as early as 1824. Charlie . 
idied a few years ago, but his sis- 
iter, Helen Vurnham, is still living. 

Willie Williamson was the son of! 
"Lee Williamson, superintendent of; 


1 In Miss Lizzie E. Boyer's class оЁ 
:65 first graders, whom she taught: 
for 5500 a year, weré Walter Haley; 
zand Walter Davy. 


| Walter Haley was the son of 


James Haley, a Civil War veteran. 


——— —— 


! ; ; || Jessie Purdue was the daugh-| 
= Inorth sides of Terre Haute, in the Retail Merchants’ Board at In-} | ter of Lemuel Ford Purdue, inj 
< i|addition to those previously MIL dt 1 many years a local dealer of natu-| 

Wi 5 ten about. In the middle "705 thei) Voorhees Scheol. Ита се. When Jessie married W. L. 
(2 C Third Ward School, which became!; Louise Barbour, acting as both, 2j| Halstead the couple moved to Lou-; 
LE ([nown аз Crawlord, was estab-;principal and teacher of the sixth! s||isville, Ky., where the „husband! - 
E о |lished at mird amd Farrington, |} grade of 44 pupils, for which she! ||again became an editor of a news! 
ТЕ bs and the Fourth Ward School, which l received $625 a year, had in her; 1' paper there. | 
e became known ûs, Voorhees, was}! elass Ed Duddleston, Emil Ehr-, imeem TU. 
е? established оп North Fifth streetsiman and Fred Longman. | Bert Duddleston, another brother | 
эле between the two railroads. ; About all the writer can recall lof “Lon” and Ed, became. city | 
Q The principal, John Donaldson {about Ed Duddleston is that thel 1 clerk after Ше death of his brother 
e | тесеіуей $800 a year, and also | two attended high school at Ше 4 “Гоп.” Bert died just recently. 
j| taught the eighth grade of 20 pupils. |; same time, and that Ed died with-| = For many years George Green- 
(Am M, Н. Wilson received $700 айі a few years after graduation, | % leaf was an instructor in industrial 
year for teaching the _ seventh However, the writer remembers|"larts at-Rose Polytechnic, and he, 
„grade of 23 pupils. Miss Josephine | | Ed's brother, “Lon,” (also legally too died recently. | 
IIL, Patty receiver $550 a year for | А. С.) Duddleston quite well. "Lon"| 3| Wiss Annie Thomas taught а sec- | 
teaching 18 pupils in her one sixth ll was an old-time editor, city clerk! 4 ond grade class of 40 pupils and ! 
|grade class and eleven pupils in||and originator and leader of the {а first grade class of 14 pupils for | 
Ё “her second sixth grade class. Jen-|i| famous Uniform Rank, K of P, 15360 a year. In her second grade | 
име Farnham received 5525 Гог drill team. This drill team won so class were Charlie Burcham, Мах | 
2 (teaching her fifth grade class of many competitive drills that they ‘Ehrmann (mentioned earlier), and | 
E 33 pupils for a year. Mary H.||were finally barred from compe-| “(Charlie Reynolds. Of her first | 
E Messimore received 5415 a year for ||| tition in such events. ‘graders, the writer know only | 
< ;| teaching her fourth grade class of || Emil Ehrman became associatedi ‘Willie Williamson. | 
> 145 pupils, while Hattie Scudder||with his family in the Ehrmann | `1 For a good many years Charlie 
= j taught 52 pupils of the third grade | Overall Factory and his brother! ;Burcham held a very good position | 
15 | [for $425 a year. ще Max, ш the second grade under), with The Standard Wheel Works} 
Е HD Katherine Lamb received $320 a|||Miss Annie Thomas in 1880, be-| “Company. | 
Е à 5 сее mas E ds me a well known poet and writer. 4 Charlie Reynolds was the grand-} 
| 1 a ; Sis А rots 
8 ll elasses—24 іп the first class and ter [ОСУ responsible “for ls son of Benjamin Gillman, our first, 
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CRAWFORD SCHOOL 
JULIET PEDDLE - ARCMITECT 


THE CRAWFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1961 


3:00 to 5:00 P. M. 


THANK YOU! 


The Board of School Trustees, the Superintendent, and the faculty of Crawford School 
wish to express their thanks and appreciation to the many citizens of Terre Haute who have 
helped in many ways to make this building possible. This recognition is given the members 
of the former Board of School Trustees, the Administrative Staff, and many other individ- 
uals. 


Since it would be impossible to list each person who had a part in making this build- 
ing a reality, the help and inspiration of each are gratefully acknowledged. 


Pupils and teachers appreciate the modern conveniences of the rooms. Television, dark- 
ening curtains for film showing. wardrobe cupboards, cork boards. display cases, drinking 
fountains, wash basins as well as ample cabinet space, modern lighting, and movable furn- 
iture make the room a complete educational workshop. 


THE CRAWFORD SCHOOL STAFF 


1961-1962 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT—220 PUPILS 


Mrs. Vernah Heady, Principal 


Mrs. Ruth Jonas, Kindergarten Mrs. Thelma Klatte, Third Grade 

Mrs. Martha Schafer, First Grade Miss Margaret Gantner, Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Ruth Haugh, 2 and 1 Miss Jean Archibald, Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Thelma Chatman, Second Grade Mr. Gene Bonfer, Sixth Grade 


TEACHERS OF SPECIAL SUBJECTS—ROTATING SCHEDULES 


Mrs. Mabel Hargis, Art Mrs. Josephine Evans, Speech and Hearing 
Miss Deneta Sankey, Music Miss Ann Stewart, Physical Education 
Mr. Jerome Fougerousse, Music Mrs. Richard Ballinger, Physical Education 


Mrs. Alice Gordon, Nurse 


NON-TEACHING EMPLOYEES 


Mr. Frank Sorrells—Janitor Mrs. Margaret Gorrell, Janitress 


THE CRAWFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


kalio 


SECOND FLOOR PLANO 


CRAWFORD SCHOOL 


- FLOOR PLANS - 


OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF THE SCHOOL 


This entire building is built of non-combustible materials. The exterior walls are of light 
weight concrete block masonry with a bonded exterior of face brick. All interior walls 
are of light weight concerte blocks without plaster finish but painted. Wainscots in corridors 
and toilet rooms are constructed of Spectra Glaze blocks. The structural floors are of rein- 
forced concrete or flexicore at first floor level over excavated spaces and slab on grade 
elsewhere. The second floor construction and roof are framed with bar joists. The second floor 
is formed of concrete over corrugated metal forms. The roof is of metal decking with insul- 


ating boards with a built-up roof covering. 


The finished floors are all covered with vinyl asbestos tile except at exterior entrances 
and toilet rooms where ceramic tile has been used. The principal stajrs are metal pan 


stairs with rubber treads. 


Ceilings except in Scout Room which is exposed Flexicore, are Fire Guard acoustical 


tile, back of which most of the mechanical services are carried concealed. 


The heating is a forced warm air system brought in through baseboard convectors at 
the exterior walls. The heat is supplied by two gas fired steam boilers which provide 


steam coils for heating the air in the plenum chamber. 


Facilities included within the school are the multipurpose room with stage and adja- 
cent toilet rooms equipped with showers, a kitchen designed for Parent-Teacher functions, 
the office suite, the teachers’ workroom and lounge, the nurse’s office, the remedial speech 
room, the special education room, the library, the music room and abundant storage space. 


A spacious community room on the lower level is currently occupied by the Vigo County 


consultants. 


There is a complete public address system and all class rooms and multipurpose 
room are prepared for television reception. A TV antenna designed to receive the airborne 
instruction is also installed. Upper grade classrooms are equipped with television. Automa- 
tic signal system with synchronized clock in each classroom and automatic day-night control 


of heating system. All rooms are provided with light control curtains to facilitate the use 


of projectors and T.V. Programs. 


The playground is about one third paved with concrete on which are facilities for 
tennis nets, a basket ball goal, and a volley ball net. The remainder of the playground is 


planted in grass designed for use on ball fields. The entire playground has been fenced. 


SoS 


The Present Board of School Trustees and Staff Members 


THESE TWO BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES PLANNED AND COMPLETED 


CRAWFORD SCHOOL 


1961 Board of School Trustees Administrative Staff 
Dr. Paul E. Humphrey, President Mr. Max P. Gabbert, Superintendent 
Mr. А. Dale Meighen, Secretary Mr. James F. Conover 
Mr. Virgil E. Morris, Treasurer Mr. Norman L. Darrow 
Mr. Raymond Beshaw Mr. J. J. Maehling 
Mr. Ray H. Hahn Mr. Alex Menestrina 
Mr. Austin F. Manhart Mr. Earl Pike 


Mr. Thomas M. Patrick—School Attorney 


1960 Board of School Trustees Administrative Staff 
Mrs. Florence S. Goodman, President Mr. Max Gabbert, Superintendent 
Mr. M. O. Miller, Secretary Miss ‘Alves о Aer 
Dr. Paul E. Humphrey, Treasurer Mr. Earl Pike 
Mrs. Dorothy Clark Mr. Harry L. McCullough 
Mr. Harold Harrison Mr. Kenneth Cottom 


Mr. Norman Darrow 
Mr. J. J. Maehling 


Mr. Thomas M. Patrick—School Attorney 


Architect—Juliet Peddle Electrical—Ernie's Electric Company 
General Construction —Newlin-Johnson Plumbing, Heating, and Ventilating— 


Development Co. Christman Company 


FACTS AND FIGURES 


Financing the building 


This building was completely paid for at the time of the official acceptance 
of the building by the Board of School Trustees of the Vigo County School 
Corporation. Payment was made from funds on hand derived from the 


Cumulative Building Fund. 


Total cost of the building Construction.....................- $475,212.00 
Cubic contents of the building ce slir Te o ee E. 424,000 cubic feet 
Cost pen Cubic shoot Wee. у. ale Д AS. sale so ДАҚ Сат. 22700 81.19 
Total area, all floors of building........................ 33,312 square feet 
Себ рес square Coot)... ПЕ. г... caedes оғ» e MEER Se $14.30 
Кесар (ClaSsnOOMSV 41... eter Ты AS а. ERE eee. 8 
Бест аР сот: and BEATTY Na n tede E LS HE > si. sea oo Eee 4 
Kindergarten ON TANT, cda o oii БО MA... oŭ se lodio o 1 


PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 


Crawford School has an active Parent-Teacher Association. The members 
have worked closely with the faculty to make the transition from the old 
to the new building a smooth one. 


Officers of the Crawford Parent-Teacher Associatien are: Mrs. Frank Sibrel, 
President; Mr. James Norris, Vice-President; Mrs. Warren Tarrh, Vice- 
President; Mrs. Clarence Cheesman, Secretary; Mrs. James Norris, Corres- 
ponding Secretary and Mrs. Ruth Haugh, Treasurer. 


SCHOOL DISTRICT 


. South Boundary—North side of Washington Avenue from Fifth Street, to Third Street, 


thence along the west side of Third Street to Willow Street, thence west to the river. 


. North Boundary—Beginning at Wabash Avenue and the river, thence east along the south 


side off Wabash to Fifth Street. 


. East Boundary— Beginning at Fifth Street and Wabash Avenue, thence south along 


the west side of Fifth Street to Washington Avenue. 


. West Boundary—Beginning at the north side of Willow Street and the river, thence 


north along the river to Wabash Avenue. 


The kindergarten room is designed to furnish, both teacher and pupils with adequate 


space and equipment in which to develop individual and group experiences. Here we see 
kindergarten children participating in a free play period in which they choose activities ac- 


cording to their interest. 


TENCE “ә 
«uw E ViTiCULATE 


ka tlu 


The History of Crawford School 


Crawford Sehool, originally known as the Thira Ward Sehool, 
wes built in the fall and winter of 1871 ~ 1872 at the cornar of 
Third anê Perrington Streets, Mr. William Wiley was in the early 
years of his tenure as Superintendent of Schools (1869 = 1891) in 
Terre Haute at this time. Оп the national scene this was during 
the presidency of General Grant. | 

In internetional affairs tho Franeo-Progsion war had been 
just concluded in Tamary. 1871 resulting in the establizhinent 
of the German Empire, the French Republic, and sowing the seeds 
of World War I. 

The Third Ward School was a їжо-вїогу, ten zoom brick builg- 
ing costing $25,500.00 and located on a lot 201° x 143. Eight 
of the roots were used as classrooms and room in the basement was 
used as 8 playroom during inclement weather, Except for the База» 
ment rooms the building had a Central hot air heating system. The 
building originally had no indoor toilet facilities. 

Classes started in this building in the spring 1872 with Mra. 
Clsra A Graff apparently the principal (1871-18727), Somewhat 
leter W. V. Byers was the principal (18747-1875). During the yenrs 
1875-1876 John Donaldson wae principal ang taught 20 8%В grade pu. 
pils for $800 a year. At this same time Mr, М. Н. Wilsor teught 
23 Tih grade pupils for $700 per annum, Miss Josephine 1. Patty 
received $550 г year for teaching 29 651 grade students. Jennie 
Faynpham received $525 for teaching 33 sth grade pupils, Kary He 
Messimore was payed $475 for teaching a class of 45 fourth graders. 
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while Hattie Scudder received $425 for teaching 52 third greders, 
Some pupils of that day were Walter Duenweg mne Theodore Frank 
who were in Miss Messimore's fourth grade. Willie Baleh was in 
the third grade st this time. Later principals were William Ward 
(18867-1887), John Gordon (1890-1892) end Kate Purdy (1893-1894). 
In 1895 Helen Tyler started her tenure as principal which was to 
last until 1924. 

In the 1890's beceuse of crowded conditions in the school, 
three of the basement rooms were used as classrooms, The enro”.l- 
ment during these years was well over three hundred, 

In 1898 the Third District was bounded by Crawford Street 
from the Wabash River to 5th to Washington ана thence Wash- 
ington Avenus to the Wabash Avenue and then back to the piace of 
beginning. Sometime about this time 50 trees were set out around 
the school and in the tree row to provide shade for the playground. 
Some of these were to stand until the building was torm dow in 
1961. 

Apparently in 1906 the Third Ward School beeame Crawford 
Sehool, named for Мг. Andrew J. Crawford. Мг. Crawford, who was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1837 came to Terre Haute in 1869 and be- 
eame successful in business here, He lived im the large house on 
the west side of 6™ Street at Swan, In appreciation of this 
honor №. Crawford gave а $5.00 prize to the graduate with the 
highest scholastie average. After Mr. Crawford's death his widow 
continued this custom until her death in 1910. 

Eerly in 1905 the Board of Education modernized and enlarged 

the building. Two additional rooms were added at the rear with 


a deeper basement where a new furnace for a hot water heating 


system was located. Two ef the basement rooms under the old 
section were converted into toilets, The building was ready for 
occupancy at the opening of school in the fall of 1905. 

At about the same time two lote north of the originel lot 
were bought, the houses wreeked, and the ground used as play- 
ground, 

All during these years and up until about 1918 two or more 
classes of German were taught. All eight grades and Kinŝergerten 
were teught until 1918 when Sarah Scott Junior High School opened. 

During the 1920's a Р.Т.А. was organized but apparently no 
records were kept of ite activities, Hortense Boring was (acting 
Principal) in the year 1924-1925. Miss Sarah Pence became prin- 
cipal in 1925 and continued until 1924, 

In 1924 the Ross School on the west side of Third Street at 
Oak was @osignated as the Crawford Annex. Miss Pence was put in 
charge at a salary of $1800.00 per annum, 

In the 1930's beesuse of the depression, salaries were cut 
an? buildings were allowed to deteriorate. Enrollment decreased 
апа there were several empty rooms at Crawford Sehool. During 
1935 - 1936 Elizabeth Peyton was principal. Та 1936 Mra. Vernah 
J. Heady became prineipal and was to hold this position until 
1954. 

About 1940 the School Board wes again eble to repair the 
building. Two rooms on the second floor were converted into а 
small suditoriun, The interior was repainted and, after sanding 
it was found thst the older building had beautiful hardwood floors, 
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in 1947 the P.T.A. was reorganized and has remained setive 
to the present date, 
In 1959 the School Board purchased the Walter Talley ргор- 
erty on the west side of Fifth Street at Crawford Гог $5000.00 yk 
ang plans were initiated for construction of a new Crawford 
School. This action was started while Wayne P. Watson was Super 
intendent of Schools and completed after Мах Р. Gabbert assumed 
this position, The architect was Miss Juliet Peddle, general 
construction by the Newlin-Johnson Development Company, the elec 
trical snd plumbing work were by Ernie's Electric Company and the 
Christman Company, respectively, The two following Boards of 
School Trustees were responsible for planning and completing this 
this new Crawford School: 
1860: Mra. Florence S, Goodman, President 
Мл. М. О. Miller, Secretary 
Dr. Paul E. Humphrey, Treasured 
Мга. Dorothy Clark 
Ис. Harold Harrison 

1961: Dr, Poul E. Humphrey, President 
Mr, А. Dale Meighen, Secretary 
Mr. Virgil Е. Morrie, Treasurer 
irs. Dorothy Clark 
. Мг. Harold Harrison 

Mr. Thomas М. Patrick was School Attorney during this action, 

The building was completely pai& for at tbe time of the 
official aceeptance of the building, а payment of $475,212.00 %- 
having been made from the Cumulative Building Fund. The volume 
of the building 424,000 cu. ft., and the total area, 33,312 за. 
fte, lead to unit costs of $1.12 per cu. ft. and $14.30 рег ва. 
ft. The Urban Renewal Project I helped in the project to the 


extent of buying the land upon which the original Crawforü 
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School was located. There are 8 regular cilessroora, 3 special 
rooms, a library and a Kindergarten. 

Тһе groundbreaking ceremonies took place on Tuesday Dee- 
ember 13, 1960, Construction was complete and classee started 
Oetober 30, 1961 with an enrcllzent of 220 pupils. 

Uader Mrs. Vernsh Heady were the following teachers: 

Мгз, Ruth Jonas, Kindergarten; Mrs, Martha Schafer, First Grades 
Мүз. Ruth Haugh, Grades Опа and Two; Mrs, Thelma Chatman, Sac- 

ond Grades Mra. Theima Katts, Third Grades Miss Margaret Gantner, 
Four Grade; Hiss Jean Archibaid, Fifth Grade; and Мг. Gene Bonfer, 
Sixth Grade. Teachers of Special sÓbjects were: Мга. Mabel Hargis, 
Art; Miss Deneta Sankey, Music; Mr. Jerome Fongerousse, Music; 

Mrs. Josephine Evans, Speech sni Hearings Miss Am Stewart, Physie 
cal Education; and Mr, Richard Ballinger, Physical Education, 

Ura, Alice Gordon Was the Nurse; and Ыг. Frank Sorrells ane Mrs, 
Margaret Gorrell made up the janitorial staff, 

Mrs. Ruth Laxen beeame principal upon the retirement of Мга. 
Vernah Heady in 1964, 


fskoovlejgononko 


The writer wishes to acknowledge the help of the following: 
Mrs. Vernsh J. Heedy; Miss E. E. Oelgescblager, a forme» student 
and teacher at Crawford School; the personnel at tha A&ministra- 
tive Offices d' the Vigo County School Corporation, and the staff 
of the Feirbanks Mamorisl Library. The notes written by Miss 
Oelgeschlager, snd e brochure on the new Crawford School have been 
deposited with the Fairbanke Memorial Library. 


‚ Evelyn L. Bowden 
February 1, 1967 


FOUNDER'S DAY—The Cruft School Parent-Teacher Association celebrated Founder’s Day 
‘observance by honoring their past presidents, Mrs. Jean Chance. Mrs. Marion Wolf. Mrs. 
Margaret Fry and Mrs. Plexanne Lewis, PTA President Mrs, Eileen Chambers and Past 
President Mrs. Jean Chance were given a state Не membership, Allen Parks, former 
‘principal of Booker T. Washington School, was guest at the program. Mrs. Bonnie Trezise 
was guest speaker. Pictured from left are Allen Parks. Mrs. Jean Chance, Mrs. Marion Wolf, 
Mrs. Eileen.Chamhers, Mrs. Margurmi Fry and Mrs. Plexanne Lewis. 
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